
July 28th, 2021 | 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Workshop co-hosted by Eden Housing, 
County of Santa Clara,
OJK Architecture + Planning, 
and BASE Landscape Architecture

Community 
Workshop #2
525 E. Charleston Rd



Today’s Agenda

02 03

7:25 pm - 7:30 pm 

05

Workshop Breakouts: 
Co-creating Solutions

6:20 pm - 7:10 pm

01
Introductions +

Recap
6:00 pm - 6:15 pm

Sharing Design Solutions
7:10 pm - 7:25 pm

04
Closing + Next Steps

Design Topics + 
Drivers

6:15 pm - 6:20 pm



‘Reactions’ button
To “raise your hand”

Use

Your experiences
We love your local and relevant 

knowledge

Share

To be called on
So we can hear everyone’s 

input

Wait

And have fun!
We can’t wait to hear from you

Smile

Ground Rules

Your microphone
For the best listening 

experience for all

Mute

Using ‘Chat’ function
If you don’t have a ‘Reactions’ 

button or prefer not to talk

Chat



Today’s Objectives

Reminder: This meeting is the second of our three community workshops. 

We want to co-create design solutions with you.  
This is your community and future. We want to hear which design solutions 
resonate with you to address the topics generated in Workshop #1. 

We want to consider all potential stakeholders. 
This project will touch many lives. As part of today’s activities, we’ll be 
brainstorming all of the project’s stakeholders to arrive at compassionate solutions 
to our design topics. Empathy is our goal through this process. 

Community 
Workshop #2

Purpose: 
Co-creating the 
vision for this 

property



Today’s Objectives

Please note: 
Topics will focus on building exterior and site only.  

If you have a connection to the IDD community and would like to join a focus 
group to provide input on unit layout and interiors, please email: 

MitchellParkApartments@edenhousing.org

Or email me directly at:

kate@ojkarch.com

Community 
Workshop #2

Purpose: 
Co-creating the 
vision for this 

property

mailto:MitchellParkApartments@edenhousing.org
mailto:kate@ojkarch.com


01 
Introductions
6:00 pm - 6:15 pm



Meet the Project Team:  

OJK Architecture + 
Planning

Architectural Design

BASE Landscape 
Architecture

Development Team
Resident Services

Property Management

Landscape Design

Government Partner
Property Owner

County of 
Santa Clara

Eden Housing



Meet the Team: Eden Housing

We believe that 
home is where 
your start is.
Eden Housing has more than 50 years of 
experience in tackling affordable housing 
from all angles. Every day, we create the 
housing needed to make sure all of our 
neighbors have a place to call home. And 
advocate for still more. Because safe and 
affordable housing helps families stay 
secure, allows communities to thrive, and 
solves many of our cities’ most pressing 
challenges.



Meet the Team: OJK Architecture + Planning

We envision a 
future that is 
healthy, 
sustainable, and 
accessible to all.
Through thoughtful design, our studio 
creates living-centered environments that 
empower families and individuals, enhance 
their health and wellbeing, and elevate their 
quality of life. Our work always celebrates 
its people and place, resulting in buildings 
that enhance their local communities and 
ecologies.
We are a 100% women-owned and led firm.



Meet the Team: BASE Landscape Architecture

Just as we shape 
our spaces, they 
too, shape us.
We are an optimistic and insatiably 
curious team with a portfolio that spans 
multiple sectors and typologies. BASE is a 
Woman & Minority-Owned Business 
Enterprise (WMBE) and a Local Business 
Enterprise (LBE) in San Francisco, with 
another office in beautiful Portland, 
Oregon.



Who currently occupies the site? Why is it being developed now?

County has owned the parcel 
of land since 1957.

Property has been  leased to 
Gatepath - Abilities United 
(Now AbilityPath) since 
1979.



Project Details

Focus on residents 
with intellectual and/or 

developmental 
disabilities

50 - 55 units100% Affordable 
Housing

On-site services 
for residents

The goal of this project is to serve the same 
population already being served on this site, 
but in a more holistic and fundamental way. 



Workshop #1 
Recap



Community Mapping



Architectural Visual Preference Survey

How would you feel about 
seeing a design like this in 
your community? 

I love it

I like it

It’s okay

I dislike it

I hate it

¿Cómo se sentiría 
viendo un diseño así en 
su comunidad?

Lo amo

Me gusta

Mas o menos

Me disgusta

Lo odio



Image Key: Buildings

1585 El 
Camino Real 1 801

Alma2 788 San 
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JCC4 Wilton 
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Image Key: Landscape

1 2 3 4 5
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Participant Commentary



Participant Commentary



Participant Commentary



Stakeholder
Brainstorming



Ground Rules

Option 1: Use the Chat Option 2: Raise hand to talk



Stakeholder Brainstorming

Who are the stakeholders for this housing development?

Who is affected by the project?

Who has oversight of the project? 

Who has an interest in the project’s successful completion?



Which type of stakeholder represents you best?

Tell us about yourself



We want to learn from you! Please tell us a bit about yourself. 

In the Zoom chat, please share:

Your name, and

which type of 
stakeholder 
represents you 
best. 



02 
Design Toolkit + Drivers
6:15 pm - 6:20 pm



Top 8 Design Topics

Bike Traffic + Safety

Vehicular Traffic + 
Parking

Street Trees + Site Trees

Gardening on Site

Building Aesthetics

Building Height + 
Massing

Neighbor Privacy

Resident Safety



Bike Traffic + Safety1



Vehicular Traffic + Parking2



Street Trees + Site Trees3



Gardening on Site4



Building Aesthetics5



Building Height + Massing6



Neighbor Privacy7



Resident Safety8



Design Drivers



Design Drivers

Setback
24’ from Charleston

Objective Standards
City of Palo Alto

Outdoor area
200 sf minimum

Common area
1,000 sf minimum

Building height
50’ maximum

Municipal Code
City of Palo Alto



03 
Workshop Breakouts
Co-creating Solutions
6:20 pm - 7:10 pm



Breakout Rooms

Room Name Topics

01 Massing Building Height + Massing
Vehicular Traffic + Parking

Gardening on Site
Building Aesthetics

02 Circulation Bike Traffic + Safety
Resident Safety

Vehicular Traffic + Parking
Street Trees + Site Trees

03 Envelope Building Aesthetics
Neighbor Privacy

Building Height + Massing
Resident Safety

04 Landscape Gardening on Site
Street Trees + Site Trees

Neighbor Privacy
Bike Traffic + Safety



Breakout Rooms

Massing is a term used in architecture that 
refers to the perception of the general shape 
and form.

01 Massing

● Building Height + Massing
● Vehicular Traffic + Parking
● Gardening on Site
● Building Aesthetics



Breakout Rooms

Circulation is a term that refers to the 
different ways people move through space 
across the site.

02 Circulation

● Bike Traffic + Safety
● Resident Safety
● Vehicular Traffic + Parking
● Street Trees + Site Trees



Breakout Rooms

A building “envelope” is defined as the separation 
of the interior and exterior of a building. It includes 
doors, windows, roof, exterior walls, etc.

03 Envelope

● Building Aesthetics
● Neighbor Privacy
● Building Height + Massing
● Resident Safety



Breakout Rooms

Landscape architecture is the design of outdoor areas, 
landmarks, and structures to achieve environmental, 
social-behavioral, or aesthetic outcomes.

04 Landscape

● Bike Traffic + Safety
● Resident Safety
● Vehicular Traffic + Parking
● Street Trees + Site Trees



Navigating the breakout rooms

Breakout Rooms should happen automatically



Navigating the breakout rooms

Let us know in the chat Raise hand to ask 



Navigating the breakout rooms

In case you want to leave your 
Breakout Room



1. Co-create design solutions for topics 
identified by Workshop #1

2. Consider all potential project stakeholders

Today’s Objectives:



Please note: 
Topics will focus on building exterior and 
site only.  

If you have a connection to the IDD community and would 
like to join a focus group to provide input on unit layout and 
interiors, please email: 

MitchellParkApartments@edenhousing.org

Or email me directly at:

kate@ojkarch.com

mailto:MitchellParkApartments@edenhousing.org
mailto:kate@ojkarch.com


04 
Sharing Design Solutions
7:10 pm - 7:25 pm



Share the design 
solutions your group 
selected and why!



05 
Closing + Next Steps
7:25 pm - 7:30 pm



Project Process 

RFO 
Process

Santa Clara County 
Awarded Eden + 
OJK this project.



Project Process 

Community 
Workshop #1

Purpose: Learning 
from the 

community 

Community engagement process

RFO 
Process

Santa Clara County 
Awarded Eden + 
OJK this project.



Project Process 

Community 
Workshop #1

Purpose: Learning 
from the 

community 

Community 
Workshop #2

Purpose: 
Co-creating the 
vision for this 

property

Community engagement process

RFO 
Process

Santa Clara County 
Awarded Eden + 
OJK this project.



Project Process 

Community 
Workshop #3

Purpose: Presenting 
the co-created design 

and final feedback

Community 
Workshop #1

Purpose: Learning 
from the 

community 

Community 
Workshop #2

Purpose: 
Co-creating the 
vision for this 

property

Community engagement process

RFO 
Process

Santa Clara County 
Awarded Eden + 
OJK this project.



Project Process 

Community 
Workshop #3

Purpose: Presenting 
the co-created design 

and final feedback

Additional Design. 
Construction and 

Lease-up
Increased Quality 
Housing for IDD 

Community 

Community 
Workshop #1

Purpose: Learning 
from the 

community 

Community 
Workshop #2

Purpose: 
Co-creating the 
vision for this 

property

RFO 
Process

Santa Clara County 
Awarded Eden + 
OJK this project.

Community engagement process



1. Look out for a follow-up email! It will include a link to the project 
website, and a quick survey about today’s meeting. 

2. Stay up to date by signing up for our project interest mailing list at 
https://edenhousing.org/properties/mitchell-park-apartments/

3. Feel free to email us at MitchellParkApartments@edenhousing.org 

4. Keep an eye out for an email invitation to our next community 
meeting.

Project Process 

https://edenhousing.org/properties/mitchell-park-apartments/


THANKS!
County of Santa Clara

Eden Housing

OJK Architecture + Planning

BASE Landscape Architecture

https://edenhousing.org/properties/mitchell-park-apartments/


